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business no farther. " You see, this is an English party ; *'
they argued. " Now we killed just one American three
years ago and have not heard the last of that trifle yet.*
You had better drop the scheme." Finding, however, that
their guests were resolute, the hosts were far too good
sportsmen to interfere by giving any warning t6 the in-
tended victims ; and the gang, who knew they could easily
catch our slow-moving caravan, allowed us to go on our
way next day, and followed after at their leisure.
We stopped about noon to call on a small Agha whose
hold stood near the road; and were sitting at lunch with
him under a tree outside the house when this party of five
well-armed Kurds rode up and dismounted. The Agha
invited them to join us at our meal,;... and though we were
surprised at their refusal, we did not attach any importance
to the matter. We said farewell, and started on the road.
As soon as we were gone, however, our host, who had read
the signs better, turned at once to his new visitors. " Now
then, what is your game ? Why would you not eat with
the Englishman ? or was it me that you had a grudge
against ? "
The Kurds were as frank with him as with their hosts of
the previous night; but he took a different view of the
matter.
" No, you don't if you please ! I have no special in-
terest in that Englishman or any other ; but if he is killed
on my land it is me that the Government will come down
on. Take another party ; it makes no odds to you, and
will not cause trouble for other gentlemen."
As there was after all no personal feeling in the matter,
.they agreed to that compromise ; and we proceeded safely.
When we heard the tale later we could only be grateful to
* This was the Rev, Benjamin Labaree, of the American Presbyterian
Ilissicm, Urmi, who was murdered by the Seyyid Nur-ed-din, on account
-of some personal grudge that he had (or fancied he had) against another
^neoiber of that mission. The Seyyid was little better than a madman 5
though, of course, not the less of a holy man or of a dangerous scoundrel
^JR $Sat account. It appears {though there is not absolute certainty in
M \ scatter) that Mr. Labaree was offered life if he would renounce
by repeating " the 'kalima" and died as a martyr on his